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Civil War Small Arms and Ammunition 

By Dean S. Thomas, Thomas Publications 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Coates, Earl J. & Dean S. Thomas An Introduction to Civil War Small Arms. 

Gettysburg, PA: Thomas Publications, 1990. 

 

Books and Articles 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Albaugh III, William A. & Edward N. 

Simmons 
Confederate Arms. Harrisburg, PA: The 

Stackpole Company, 1957. 

Coggins, Jack 

 

Arms and Equipment of the Civil War. 

Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1962. 

Edwards, William B. 

 

Civil War Guns. Harrisburg, PA: The 

Stackpole Company, 1962. 

Flayderman, Norm 

 

Flayderman's Guide to Antique American 

Firearms and their Values. New York: DBI 

Books, 1977. 

Fuller, Claud E. 

 

The Rifled Musket.  New York: Bonanza 

Books, 1958. 

Hicks, James E. 

 

French Military Weapons.  New Milford, 

CT: N. Flayderman, 1964. 

Hill, Richard T. and William E. Anthony 

 

Confederate Longarms and Pistols. 

Charlotte, NC: Hill and Anthony, 1978. 

Laidley, T. T. S. The Ordnance Manual for the Use of the 

Officers of the United States Army.  

Philadelphia, PA:  J.B. Lippincott, 1862. 
Lord, Francis A. 

 

Civil War Collector's Encyclopedia. 

Harrisburg, PA: The Stackpole Company, 

1965. 
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Marcot, Roy M. 

 

Spencer Repeating Arms. Irvine, CA:  

Northwood Heritage Press, 1983. 

 

McAulay, John D.  

 

Carbines of the Civil War. Union City, TN: 

Pioneer Press, 1981. 

———. 

 

Civil War Breechloading Rifles. Lincoln, RI: 

Andrew Mowbray, 1987. 

Patterson, C. Meade and Cuddy De Marco, 

Jr.  

Civil War Small Arms.  Washington, D.C.: 

National Rifle Association, 1960. 

Roads, C. H. The British Soldier's Firearm, 1850-1864. 

London, UK: Herbert Jenkins, 1964. 

Sellers, Frank Sharps Firearms. Hollywood, CA: Beinfeld 

Publishing, 1978. 

Smith, Gene P. and Chris C. Curtis 

 

The Pinfire System. San Francisco, CA: 

Bushman-Brashaw Publishing, 1983. 

Swayze, Nathan L. 

 

'51 Colt Navies. Yazoo City, MS: Gun Hill 

Publishing, 1967. 

Thomas, Dean S.  

 

Ready... Aim ... Fire! Small Arms 

Ammunition in the Battle of Gettysburg. 

Gettysburg, PA: Thomas Publications, 1981. 

———. Round Ball to Rim Fire: A History of Small 

Arms Ammunition. Gettysburg, PA: Thomas 

Publications, 2003. 

Thomas, Jim and Dean S. Thomas A Handbook of Civil War Bullets and 

Cartridges. Gettysburg, PA: Thomas 

Publications, 1996. 

Todd, Frederick P. 

 

American Military Equipage 1851-1872. 3 

vols. Providence, RI: The Company of 

Military Historians, 1974. 

Wilson, R. L. 

 

The Colt Heritage. New York: Simon and 

Schuster, 1939. 

 

Organizations 

 

Web Resources 

URL Name and description 

http://thomaspublications.com/  Dean Thomas’ website includes a catalogue 

of books they published, many on Civil War 

small arms and ammunition. 

 

http://thomaspublications.com/
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Other Sources 

 

Scholars 

Name Email 

Dean S. Thomas dean@thomaspublications.com  

 

Google Keywords 

Small Arms | Ammunition | Colt | Sharps Carbine | Remington | Spencer Carbine | 

Springfield Armory | Model 1842 Musket | Model 1861 Rifle Musket | British Pattern 1853 

Enfield | C.S. Richmond Rifle | C.S. Richmond Rifle Musket | Harpers Ferry Armory and 

Arsenal | Austrian Lorenz Rifle Musket | Model 1841 “Mississippi” Rifle | British 

Whitworth Rifle | American Rifle | Henry Rifle | Colt Army Model 1860 Revolver | 

Lefaucheux Revolver | Remington Army Model 1861 Revolver | Remington Navy Model 

1861 Revolver | Internally Primed Cartridges | Combustible Cartridges | Paper Cartridges |                                                                    

Separate Primed Cartridges.                                                
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